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Action Plan for Goal #3:  Develop a genetics literacy agenda for the public and policymakers.
Keys to successfully implementing this goal:

(1) Creating and deploying website as soon as possible
(2) Establishing State Genetics Coordinator, from Goal #1, who can serve as a State point-of-contact for linking stakeholders, reviewing information submitted by other stakeholders, and deciding what to share and/or post online

(3) Develop links with education, with a focus on high school biology, to (a) increase awareness among students of professions in the field of genetics and (b) educate the public about genetics through students (their children in schools).
	Objective/Step
	Priority (High, Med, Low)
	Action Recommended
	First Step 

(if different from Action Recommended)
	Current Resources Available
	Responsible Person or Org.
	Implementation Timeline (By When?)

	1. Expand provider knowledge regarding the impact of genetics on health.
	HIGH
	Expand current knowledge of health care providers through existing resources while exploring opportunities to obtain additional funding
	
	
	KDHE & Genetics Stakeholders
	

	1.a. Explore cost-effective methods of providing genetics education to health care providers.
	High
	(1)  Develop a resource center that can identify existing genetic resources and screen for providers.
(2) Support development of genetic awareness at state and local professional meetings for providers through advertising and circulars


	Assist educational institutions to seek resource grants for educational opportunities
(Post grant information on website.)
	Health Literacy Grants
Betty Elder is currently writing grants.
	KDHE, Educators, and Genetics Stakeholders
	1 year

	1.b. Make genetics resource information available to all primary care physicians and other medical providers via circulars, program materials, and on the established State Genetics webpage.
	High/Med
	(1) Establish links to Services via State Genetics Web Page
(2) Develop circulars and program materials to inform providers of resources available
	Link to:  
Human Genome Web Page

Additional Links to many resources available here
	Human Genome Project Web Page,
University of Utah,

University of Cincinnati
	Webmaster (1)
Educators can develop then link through State Web Site (2)


	2 years

	1.c. Coordinate assistance to physicians so that they can include genetics service planning in their medical practices.
	High
	(1)  Identify key resources for health care providers and link on State Genetics Web Page
(2) Support development of on-line CEU opportunities through Newsletters from licensing organizations.  
	1. Create a central source for dissemination of information to health providers via State Genetics Web Page

	Human Genome Project, CDC, NIH, etc.
	Central Clearing Center for Genetics (KDHE)

	Ongoing Resource (1)


	1.d. Identify educational tool(s) regarding public and/or private cord blood banking for healthcare professional.
	High/Med
	(1) Link to existing web resources
(2) Create a cord blood resource on State Genetics Web Page


	Verify CDC guidelines regarding generic banking of cord blood
	NHLBI & CDC 4-year project starting 2010

National Cord Blood Stem Cell Bank Program

National Marrow Donor Program
	Central Clearing Center for Genetics
	2+ years

	1.e. Provide resources on continuing education courses that cover topics such as  Genetics of Specific Conditions, Basic Genetics/101, and  Ethical and Legal Issues of Genetics via self-study training manuals, interactive CD-ROM, conveniently located one-day weekend conferences and via the established State Genetics webpage.
	Med
	(1) Locate conferences that provide updates on genetics through web sites and webinars.
(2) Provide email updates to registered clinicians through the web sites.

(3) Create a location where  genetics updates can be posted by clinicians so that other clinicians can access.
	Create a place on the State Genetics Web Site that would allow for listings of genetics courses, updates and CEU offerings. 
	Providers are already taking genetics in their current programs of study & have to meet competencies
Updates for existing providers should be covered through 1a-d.
	Central Clearing Center for Genetics
	3 – 6 months
Website:  Begin work by August 2010

	1.f. Asses nursing, PA and medical school programs for genetic content and competencies.
	High
	Provide copies of competency documents to appropriate state review boards
	Send notices to schools for all programs regarding availability of genetics links and resources. 
	Essentials documents already exist from accrediting organizations
	Board of Healing Arts, Pharmacy, and Nursing
	3 months

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Develop avenues for communication about gene-environment issues between academia, public health, primary care professionals, and the public.
	High/Medium
	Create separate links on the State Genetics Web Site for professionals and for the public.  
Create educational links for K-12 educators.
	
	Many links are available for educational purposes through Human Genome Project
	
	

	2.a. Identify stakeholders for gene-environment issues, such as union health and safety committees and occupational health workers.
	Low
	(1) Identification of disease states that have high priority

(2) Review and identification of resources for environmental exposure risk 

	
	Limited resources available at this time
	
	2 + years

	2.b. Develop methods of linking stakeholders with sources of specialized information pertaining to genetics and various environmental exposures.
	Low
	Identification of specific exposure risks with documented association with genetic disease
	
	Information is available for specific exposures such as asbestos, nothing available that is a generic resource at this time.  
	
	1 – 2 years (existing linkages between genetic and environmental exposures have only limited resources)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Create a State Genetics webpage
	High (1st priority)
	Create a State Genetics Web Page
Section the web page for healthcare professionals, general public, educators, and other special groups (See Cancer Web page).
	Once established create a list of links for genetics that are provided through the Stakeholders
	Create a separate state Genetics Web Page.  
	Webmaster and Central Clearing Center for Genetics through state offices
	1 – 2 months

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Expand public knowledge regarding the impact of genetics on health.
	Medium
	Develop relationships with K-12 biology educators to establish genetics competencies for high school education
	Link the State Genetics Webpage to Resources available to K-12 educators through the education web access
	
	Webmaster
	6 months – 1 year

	4.a. Make information on underlying genetic causes of common chronic diseases and the importance of early detection more readily available to providers, including those who care for adults with developmental disabilities of genetic origin.
	Medium
	(1) Maintain a chronic disease section on the State Genetics Web Page
(2) Develop an information system for high school educators to access genetics resources
	
	Individual disorders have programs available
	
	1 – 2 years

	4.b. Distribute information about services that can be provided by genetic professionals to physicians and other medical providers via circulars, program materials and on the established State Genetics webpage, including the process for referrals.
	
	Covered in 1.a – 1.f above.
	
	
	
	

	4.c. Create a genetic literacy campaign targeting the general public to dispel myths and misconceptions, as well as increase recognition of the role of genetics in health and the benefits of genetic services.
	Med/Low
	
	Create Genetics Web Page with links to genetics services
	
	
	

	4.d. Distribute information about services that can be provided by genetic professionals via circulars and on the established State Genetics webpage.
	High
	(1)  Create a link on State Genetics Page for health professionals
(2) Establish a link for State Genetics Resources
	
	KDHE services

Genetic Counseling through KUMC

	State Genetics Center (via Webmaster)
	3 – 6 months

	4.e. Identify sources of information for underlying genetic causes of common chronic diseases and the importance of early detection more readily available to consumers.
	Low

	Link to major genetic disorders locations 

	Information for State Genetics Information needs development and review process
	Links through Human Genome Project
Genetic Stakeholders could request links
	
	Up to 1 year

	4.f. Promote the Surgeon General’s Family History tool and other tools and updated website to Kansas citizens and encourage them to share this with their healthcare providers.
	High
	(1)  Add Family History Tool Link to State Genetics Web Page
(2) Create Link through Kansas Department of Education for K-12 Biology Instructors
	
	Surgeon General’s Web Page
CDC, NIH web pages
	Webmaster
	3 months

	4.g. Identify resources for information on cord blood banking for expectant parents and parents of newborns.  
	Medium
	(1) Create links from State Genetics Web Page to existing national resources
(2) Develop a state resource page for banking services that can be privately accessed.
	
	CDC information via web
Private blood banking resources have established educational links
	Webmaster (1)

	2 + years

	5. Facilitate trainings for service coordinators of children with special health care needs, consumers, and genetic health care providers to improve collaboration between agencies and families.
(Note: Moved from Goal 4.)
	Medium
	
	Expand Genetics Web Page to include newborn screening; post current information, resources, and training dates (when available) 
	
	KDHE coordinator
	1 year

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


